INCREDIBLE     CARNEGIE
was lauded as man's most noble experiment. One night,
Margaret Carnegie's brother, William Morrison and his
wife, Aitken, brought to the cottage a roller map of
the United States and the family pored over it, eagerly
identifying New York, the Erie Canal and Pittsburgh,
Already many Dunfermline families had emigrated and
a considerable colony had settled in and about Pittsburgh.
Soon after William and Aitken Morrison sailed for the
magic land of the west.
William and Margaret Carnegie hung on stubbornly
cheered by fleeting periods of prosperity. There was an-
other mouth to feed now. For a second son, Tom, had
been born in 1843. He was a beautiful baby with his
mother's extraordinary big, black eyes.
As times grew harder, Dunfermline seethed. The
speeches of Cobden and Bright were eagerly devoured.
Each evening there were meetings in the churches and
on the commons. Little Andrew listened wide-eyed as
his uncle, the indomitable Bailie, read editorials from
the London newspapers and thundered that a change
must come,
"Frequently the children were sent suppcrless to
bed,** Mackie tells us, "while the parents wracked their
brains and hearts to discover the ways and means of pro-
viding for next day's sustenance. One sturdy old weaver
was wont to tell in better days how in this time of
scarcity he once had the better of the minister, who had
noticed the absence of the erstwhile regular attender
from the forenoon Church service, *I just telt him/ he
said, 'I purposely lay longer in bed on the Sabbath to
skip a meal, content if I got something for dennerV*
The blight affected not only the damask linen trade
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